VALIANI

On a gorgeous, misty, muddy Essex
morning, Alex Smith heads for the new
waterfront premises at IBS International
for a look at the Valiant 620 Cruiser.




t's a great pleasure visiting IBS

International’s new headquarters

at North Fambridge in Essex. For

a start, it ticks all the right boxes

from a practical perspective. It has a
slipway, a storage yard, a workshop and a
pub virtually on site, plus a small, friendly
marina just a hundred yards upstream and
access to its own pontoons, accessible at
the lowest of low water springs. But the
real appeal consists not in practicalities like
these but in the fact that this place is about
as perfect a slice of estuary Essex as you are
likely to see.

When I arrive at about 0730, the tide

is out - extremely out, in a way that only
Essex seems to manage, exposing huge,
heavy beds of east coast mud. A mist hangs
low and thick and a pale sun glows weakly
through the haze. Gulls and wading birds
are already wandering around quietly, as
if nursing hangovers and the silence of the
place is palpable, with not the slightest
noise either from people or traffic. In fact
the only sound is a gentle lick as the water
begins to flood the Crouch and bury the
mud once more. I'm about two hours early
for my appointment with the Valiant V620
but nothing could suit me better than just
sitting on the wall, wrapped up warm,
watching the water rise and waiting for the
arrival of the day . . .

THE BOAT BUILDER

Valiant is a relatively young company.
It was founded in 1994 and yet its range
of boats already shows it to be a prolific
builder, with around 40 models currently in
production, distributed by dealer networks
in 25 countries around the world.

Although it began as a small
independent, Valiant is owned by the
Brunswick Corporation and has been since
2005. These are the same people who own
Arvor, Bayliner, Bella, Boston Whaler,
Maxum, Sealine, Quicksilver and Trophy.
They also own Aquador, Hatteras, Flipper,
Kayot and plenty of other big names
besides . ..

Now you might think that this kind of
corporate ownership would diminish the
romance a touch because, though we may
pretend otherwise, we all relish the idea
of a lovingly hand-crafted one-off. But
with access to Brunswick’s unmatched
global marketing expertise and its huge
economies of scale, a product like this
actually stands a greater chance of giving
you a problem free ownership experience.
Given the benefits of Brunswick muscle,
we have a right to expect the Valiant to
be a very sound boat - one that appeals
as a realistic leisure package with good
looks, sound construction and well sorted
dynamics, plus the kind of price that puts
it at the forefront of its class. It's time to
takea look. ..
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WHERE DOES IT FIT INTO THE RANGE?

Valiant is seriously prolific. There are five ‘Dynamic’ tenders running from
2.4 to 3.8 metres, a Diving and Rescue range, a ‘Professional’ range for
commercial use and a ‘Special’ range for military purposes. But it’s the

mid-sized leisure range that concerns us. It consists of seven basic boats
of between 4.0 and 7.5 metres in length. The top two models, the 620
and 750 are available either in standard or Cruiser configurations. The
V620 Cruiser we have on test is therefore the second largest of Valiant’s
seven strong leisure range.
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