Boat Test | Valiant 520, 570 and 750

Robert Avis tests three of the hest from Valiant,

starting off with their workmanlike DR-520...

First Impressions

Its bright orange hull and abrasion
resistant AKRON TPE tubes suggest
that this small RIB is designed for a
ittle more than just pottering around.
The Valiant DR-520 is one of seven
models in their diving and rescue
range. It is of substantial construction
and its smaller cousin the DR-480
underwent successful stringent tests
with the RNLI not so long ago. In a
boat not much more than five metres
long, you need to keep it simple, so
this layout with a centrally placed, two
bum jockey seat works really well.

Layout

Startivng at the bow, there's a bow
locker which provides a small raised
deck or seat. The central console with
its two seats has a small screen and
under seat storage as the fuel tank is
secreted below the deck. The non-slip
deck is very effective and self-drains.
The optional A" frame provides a solid
mounting for aerials and navigation
lights and the tubes are protected

by black wear pads on the top faces
and a solid rubbing strake around the
perimeter. There are both external and
internal safety lines so if the boat were
ever fully ladan with nine persons,
there is no reason why averyone
shouldn't have somewhere secure to
hang on 1o,
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Sea keeping, handling
and performance

It is not common to have hydraulic
steering on a boat of this size but it
does make the handling of this lively
craft much maore manageable. The
steering is light and | guess the cable
controlled Mercury engine controls
are a bit old fashioned by modermn
standards, but being somewhat
agricultural, they are relatively easily
maintained by the enthusiastic
amateur and let's face it - they're tried
and tested and they work!

For a small boat with two hefty
adults aboard, its acceleration to
planing speed in under four seconds
was very impressive. The sea state
which was far from perfect for full
speed runs, did not seem to deter
the RIB from its objective and we
reached 33.5 knots without much
effort, any slamming, or much in the
way of spray. This was a creditable
performance by anyone’s standards.

Value for money

There is no doubt that the smaller
Valiant RIBs have built up a great
reputation over recent years and |
would rate this DR-520 in the same
positive bracket as its smaller cousin
the DR-490 which | last tested in 2003.

in far irom ideal
contitions
® Sensibie simple layout

DISLIKES

Not much

IMPERIAL METRIC
Length overall T 5.20m
Internal Length 12'1" 384m
External Beam Tl 216m
Internal Beam F 110m
Weight without engine 818 Ibs 371 kg
Carrying capacity 9 people 1,150 kg
Fuel 16 gallons 73 litres
CE Category 1105
IMaximum approved power 100 hp
Spoensor material Akron TPE
Sponson diameter iz 48 cm
Chambers 441

FEATURES

Anchar locker Internal lifelines
Bow locker Lifting handles
Bow cleat Mooring aye

Safety ralief valves

| Stern towing eyes
Tube reinforcements
Integral fuel tank

Deck drain plug
Double rubbing strake
External lifelines

Hull drain socket

&) OPTIONS AS FITTED

Air pump

Centre console
Electric bilge pump
Fuel gauge
Telescopic paddies

Repair kit

Stainless steel A frame
Steering compass
Hydraulic steering

Mariner 75 hp ELPT/4 4-stroke
outhoard and trailer
Without engine

Price (as tested) £15,695 incl. VAT

Price (from) £6,499 incl. VAT







