Va VVa Valiant

2B designers have been very busy of late. Suddenly all that rubber
s being tarted up for those who need greater style than the

sturdy workhorse RIB can offer. The Valiant Vanguard 750 is one
very feasible option. Simon Everett reports.

he modern RIB customer wants
space and comfort. The ability
to batter through a force 9
s not so vital, so gone are the jockey
tyle seats. They're yesterday’s news
nd not at all de rigeur. In come plush,
deeply upholstered sofas straight from a
polished, marble-floored hotel foyer.
These craft are designed to turn
heads, to make a bold statement as
hey strut their way across a bay. Or
better still, they’ll lie at anchor in a sun-
drenched corner while the occupants sip
condensation-misted flutes of Chablis.
' The decks are swathed in half a forest
of Asian hardwood, with teak picking
ip the theme of the Wilton twist in your
laguar back at the marina. Comfort
underfoot, that time-honoured hallmark
of an upmarket boat is invading the
RIB world and it’s no bad thing. After
all it needs a proper shipwright to fit a
wooden deck, not a pimply youth with a
grinder and a mastic gun.

nside
On the Valiant, the teak is carried
through the length of the boat from
stem to stern. Even the bathing steps
are teak-laid and it reinforces the notion
that bare glass fibre decks are becoming
the preserve of hard working yacht club
safety boats.
‘The bow is open and spacious, despite
two longitudinal lockers and there’s a
tlever infil to turn the entire area into a

un terrace, sheltered from the afternoon
breeze by the voluminous tubes.

The stem is topped off with a fairlead

and roller, which looks so substantial, it
vouldn’t be out of place on a warship.
A rope locker is placed right below the
how, ready to catch any loose rope, but
here needs to be a cut-out for the rope
5o the lid can shut flush when tied off.

The tubes themselves are substantial.
They form a gallant, upswept curve
at the bow to make a high fo'c’sle, but
jyithout the block-like commercial
angles that destroy the looks of so many

Sivork RIBs. Sloping aft the tubes sit
squarely on the water at the stern with
ashort, stubby overhang.The volume
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